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S E P T E M B E R  I S S U E  

A Note From Mrs. Organ… 

The 2021-2022 school year is off to a fantastic start this year at OLP. It is so great to see kids 

in the classroom and filling the hallways each day as well as the exciting things the teachers 

are working on with their students.  

Our enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year is 502! It was amazing to see all the students 

gather for the first All School Mass and celebrate our community with one another. We 

welcome 54 new kindergartners and 28 new families to our school this year. I sincerely 

hope that these families feel welcome at OLP and can find ways to get involved in the many 

great opportunities we have to offer.  

 I hope that everyone has completed their Volunteer opportunity form and has found an 

area that they are interested in getting involved. If you have not yet, it is not too late! We 

encourage all families to join us as at 6:30 p.m. on September 7 for our first PTO meeting of 

the school year. In September, we also look forward to a Parish Fiesta on September 18 and 

our annual Golf Tournament on September 24. Both are great ways to get out, meet parish 

and school community members, and have some fun.  

I am excited that we will be returning to many of our extracurricular programs this year. 

Please be on the lookout for opportunities to join in our music programs, robotics, and 

chess club as students return from the Labor Day weekend. We will also be sending out 

information regarding our Explorers Program that will be open to students with qualifying 

test scores in grades 2-5.  

As you know by now, our theme for this school year is Just Pray.  We are encouraging our 

community to realize the potential that prayer can have in our lives and challenging 

ourselves to be open to praying with and for one another. We look forward to the arrival of 

our Just Pray shirts, which we will wear on Wednesday’s this year as we celebrate Mass 

together. Thank you to the PTO for purchasing these for all students and staff members. It 

is our hope that you can share this with your family at home and your students will come 

home sharing how they pray each day at school.  

Thank you parents for all you have done to help start this school year off right. I look 

forward to finding ways of interacting with each of you in the days and events to come. As 

always, thank you for trusting and sharing your children with us, at OLP.  

 Marianne Organ, Principal 

Panther 
Prints 

https://forms.office.com/r/PVXr6P1jD1


A message from Father Tom... 

I hope the new school year is going well for your family. The year is off to a great start and we pray that every-

thing continues to move forward in a positive way. Although adjusting for the reality of Covid is still with us, 

the students do an amazing job while in the school building and do their part to keep everyone healthy. We 

have had a few positive cases and had to quarantine some students, but most all of the exposure has hap-

pened outside of school. Please be conscious of your family’s activities, especially during the evenings and 

weekends, so we can minimize any issues. 

We have now had two Wednesday Masses with the entire school community. I am grateful that we have been 

able to have all the students in church for Mass this year. Our theme for the year is Just Pray! All of our vari-

ous ministries and programs throughout the parish are using the same theme. During the year, we will be en-

couraging our students to be prayer leaders and instigators of prayer with their friends and families. As we go 

through the activities and encounters of our day, taking time to Just Pray can make all the difference. I en-

courage you to take time as a family for prayer and invite those in your family to share specific needs and con-

cerns for which they need prayers. And as faith is at the heart of our school, make it a routine to ask your chil-

dren about their faith and what they are learning in religion class. 

I read an article recently that discussed how exhausted parents, children, teachers, and school staffs are feel-

ing as we enter the third school year disrupted by the Covid pandemic. I think we are all feeling a little (or a 

lot) exhausted. The article mentioned that in these times it can become easy to express frustrations, voice our 

opinion without regard for others, question decisions, and focus on what’s wrong. In the midst of this, the 

article pointed out that more than ever it is important for everyone to work together and find ways to be 

partners for the good of our children. I hope that is an attitude we can all develop as the school year contin-

ues.  

 

Many blessings! 

Fr. Tom Holder 



Margaret Winkeler, Kindergarten 

Mrs. Winkeler taught Kindergarten at OLP for five years before staying home after her 
first child was born and she is excited to be back.  She previously taught for 10 years at 
OLP ECC in the pre-K classrooms.  She has been a member of the Presentation parish for 
44 years.  Her husband Paul, has been a teacher at Rockhurst HS for over 20 years.  She 
has three children. Her oldest daughter, Mary Ellen, will be a sophomore at STA and her 
two youngest children attend OLP; Amelia,  8th grade and John, 6th grade.  When she’s 
not teaching, she is running her children to their various extracurricular activities or just 
enjoying some peaceful time at home.   

Sheila Salmond, Team Lab 

Mrs. Salmond is wife to Josh and mom of 3 children; one that graduated and is headed 
off to college at WSU, a senior at SMA and a 4th grader new to OLP.  Her background is 
in engineering, but she has been tutoring kids in reading with Barton the past year and a 
half. She has a passion for advocating for literacy and has felt God calling her to pursue 
that passion of advocacy at OLP as a para educator. Her family has been parishioners of 
Holy Spirit Catholic Church for 20 years where Mrs. Salmond has taught CFP classes 
along with Confirmation classes. Mrs. Salmond and her daughter, Adalyn, are very excit-
ed to begin their journey at OLP and look forward to meeting new friends. 

Tara Kennison, 5th Grade 

Mrs. Kennison will be teaching English, Writing, and Math this year in 5th grade. This 
will be her 11th year as a 5th grade teacher as she previously taught at St. Michael the 
Archangel School in Leawood, KS. She received a Master of Arts degree in Education 
from Avila University and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology from Rockhurst Uni-
versity. Many moons ago, she was a Parochial League volleyball referee for the Diocese 
and also attended Christ the King grade school. She and her husband, Aaron, have two 
daughters, Cecilia and Gracelyn, who both attend OLP ECC. Mrs. Kennison is very excit-
ed to be so close to her girls as well as to be a part of such a wonderful family here at 
OLP.  



Mike Dobbs, Team Lab 

Mr. Dobbs is a new para-educator working in the team lab.  He is looking forward to 
working with the Explorers program students and wherever else he may be asked to 
help.  In a previous part of his career, Mr. Dobbs taught math from K through 9th 
grade in both public and Catholic Schools.  For the past 5 years, he has been a stay 
home dad to his sons Finn (rising first grader) and Elliot (Pre-K).  His family have 
attended OLP for the last 7 years, and his wife, Kim, was once a student here at 
OLP!  Their roots run deep here, and he looks forward to serving the school commu-
nity in a new capacity! 

Laura Walker, 1st Grade 

This is Mrs. Walker’s sixth year teaching first grade and she and her family are excit-
ed to be a part of the OLP community. Her husband grew up attending OLP as a stu-
dent. She and her husband have two boys, Henry and Patrick. Henry will be attend-
ing the ECC for pre-k and Patrick is two years old. Mrs. Walker says everyone at OLP 
has been so welcoming and her family is looking forward to the years to come.  

Holly Russell, Middle School Language Arts 

Mrs. Russell retired in July from the Blue Springs School District after teaching mid-
dle school ELA for 28 years. She is extremely excited to get to teach at OLP! She and 
her husband Pat have two grown children. Their daughter is a Special Education 
teacher in Blue Springs,  and their son is in the Navy currently stationed in Key West. 
They have two grandbabies with a third due in December.  

Dawn Thompson, 4th Grade  

Mrs. Thompson’s family recently moved to Lee's Summit from Warrensburg 
where she taught third grade for Warrensburg public schools. Her husband, Chris, 
is a retired teacher who currently is an assistant soccer coach for MCC, coaches 
for KC Athletics, and supervises student teachers for UCM. They have two daugh-
ters, Allie is 20 and attends State Fair Community College and Ashton is 18 and 
will be playing soccer and taking classes at Avila this fall. The Thompsons enjoy 
the outdoors and being active. Camping, fishing, hiking, and biking are a few of 
their favorite pastimes. They also love all of the sporting events Kansas City has to 
offer. They enjoy them all, but are partial to soccer.  



School Calendar 
Wednesday, September 1:   
All School Mass 

Monday, September 6: 
NO SCHOOL—NO ACED 

Tuesday, September 7: 
PTO Meeting, 6:30 p.m. - Donovan Room 

Parent Robotics Meeting, 6:30 p.m. -    
Auditorium 

Wednesday, September 8:  
All School Mass 
 

Wednesday, September 15:  
All School Mass 
 

Wednesday, September 16: 
School Picture Day (uniforms) 

Friday, September 17: 
Dress Down Day (for students who purchased a 

Golf Ball for the helicopter ball drop)- please ad-
here to dress down guidelines 

Golf Helicopter Ball Drop, 3:15 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, September 22: 
All School Mass 

 
Friday, September 24: 
NOON DISMISSAL/ACED Half Day 
PTO Golf Tournament, 1:00 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, September 29: 
All School Mass 

 
The full school calendar is available on the website at 
olplsschool.org.  

HOT LUNCH:  The September lunch 

calendar is available by clicking the 

link and is posted to the school web-

site both on the homepage and under 

the Parent Tab/Hot Lunch. 

School Picture Day 

Thursday, September 16 

Students wear uniforms 

and their BEST smile! 

Wednesday, September 1  
Coordinating Class: Wright (Connors) 
Lector: Marjorie Hotop                    
Servers: Ian McClintock and Amelia Winkeler 
 
Wednesday, September 8          
Coordinating Class: Travalent (Connors) 
Lector: Jack Kakuske                                   
Servers: Kaiden Bahr and Carly LeNeave 
 

Wednesday, September 15        
Coordinating Class: Faris 
Lector: Mitch Seelbrede 
Servers: Aislyn Vestal and Zach Robertson  
 

Wednesday, September 22        
Coordinating Class: Coleman 
Lector: TBD                                                    
Servers: Allison Anderson and Bailey Vestal 
                     
Wednesday, September 29        
Coordinating Class: Haggerty 
Lector: Makinley Schaben                
Servers: Peter Reddig and Lyla Ventimiglia 

School Mass Schedule 

http://www.olplsschool.org
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2021/8/Lunch%20Menu.September%202021-2.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2021/8/Lunch%20Menu.September%202021-2.pdf
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PANTHER PARTNERS: Interested in becoming a Panther Partner? It’s 

not too late. OLP will continue to accept donations during the entire 

school year!  

Any applicable donations received by October 1 are eligible to appear 

on the banner displayed in the school gymnasium. Want more infor-

mation on becoming a Panther Partner? Visit our school website for 

details or email the Panther Partner Committee!  

Check out the full list of current Panther Partners that have contributed to OLP for the 2021-

22 school year. Please frequent these businesses to show your support of those that  sup-

port our school. 

BARTON PROGRAM VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: We 

are blessed at OLP to have students with all differ-

ent types of learning styles! Five years ago we be-

gan supporting students through the Barton Read-

ing and Spelling Program. Currently, we are in need of more volunteers to help support this 

growing program. If you enjoy working 1:1 with students, watching students gain confidence 

in themselves as well as in their abilities and are looking for a way to spend your Tuesday & 

Thursday mornings, then this would be a great fit for you! 

Please contact Kara Franke at kfranke@olpls.org or Colleen Daugherty at 

cdaugherty@olpls.org. You may reach us by phone at 816-251-1129. 

ROOM PARENT VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED: PTO is looking for a few volunteers from each 
homeroom to help as room parents. As a room parent, you will be asked to help plan parties, 
celebrate you child's teacher on their birthday, help with Catholic Schools Week, along with 
other fun things throughout the year. Signups will close this September 2, so please check the 
signup below to make sure your child's classroom has plenty of help! There will be an infor-
mational zoom meeting on September 7 at 12:00 p.m. to discuss some changes and new 
responsibilities. Zoom link info will be sent out to those signed up via the signup genius. PTO 
is looking forward to a great school year and thank you in advance for all you do for OLP! 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050948a9ad2f4-room3 

 
GOLF TOURNAMENT VOLUNTEERS & DONATIONS NEEDED: Please sign up to help with the 
OLP PTO 2021 Golf Tournament. The proceeds from the tournament support the OLP 
PTO.  Volunteers and donations are needed for the day of the tournament.  Please bring all 
donated items to the school no later than Thursday, September 23 by 3:30pm.  Please sign up 
using the link below:    
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4cadaf22a5fe3-31st 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Trunk or Treat - Friday, October 22 (rain date: October 29) 

Watch for more details later this month. 

Vol  nteer 

https://olplsschool.org/panther-partners
mailto:pantherpartners@olplsschool.org
https://olplsschool.org/our-panther-partners
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4cadaf22a5fe3-31st


Operation Breakthrough Amazon Wishlist 

8th Grade’s service partner is Operation Breakthrough. Please help support their donation drive by provid-

ing items for their Birthday Closet. Items may be chosen from Operation Breakthrough’s Amazon Wishlist. 

Please bring donations by Wednesday, September 8. 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3ODCJP4WX76YS/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_1?_encoding=UTF8&type=wishlist
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3ODCJP4WX76YS/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_1?_encoding=UTF8&type=wishlist


 

FIRST PTO MEETING: Please mark your calendars and plan to get involved at the first PTO meeting of the 

school year, Tuesday, September 7; 6:30 p.m. in the Donovan Room. 

SCRIP UPDATE:  Scrip is the PTO’s main fundraiser. We do not sell candy bars, cookie 
dough, or wrapping paper. This is a fundraiser where you buy gift cards - at face value 
- for items you are already purchasing and a percentage of the total gift card is re-
turned as a rebate. The PTO receives the first $50 of rebates and then all rebates after 
that are split 50-50 with half going to the PTO, the other half being applied to your 
child’s tuition the following school year.  
 

PTO uses this money to help take care of our teachers, put on events for your children and family, and pur-
chase much needed supplies.  Scrip Coordinator, Regina Jennings, will be selling Scrip every Friday after 
school and at all four Masses on Divine Donut Weekend (3rd weekend of the month). Put your orders in 
anytime or send the SCRIP order form to school with your child!   

How do you get started? Set up your Family Account. Go to shopwithscrip.com and click on “Create Ac-

count.” Fill in the required information and click “I Accept.” Provide the answers to two security questions 

from the list. Finally, link your account to our school by entering our school code: E2LF4D9C8846. 

With each business, you will be given the option to purchase an Ecard or a physical card (sometimes both). 

If you choose a physical card, many are kept in stock, but those that have to be ordered, usually arrive 

within the week. 

You can pay by check, credit card, or checking account. There is also an app that makes ordering scrip super 

easy. Download the app at:  https://bit.ly/DownloadApp_RaiseRight.If you have any questions regarding 

Scrip, please contact the Scrip Coordinator, Regina Jennings at scrip@olpls.org. 

 

The helicopter ball drop benefitting the OLP PTO Golf Tourna-

ment is scheduled to take place after dismissal on Friday, Sep-

tember 17. Chances to win will be available for purchase at 

afternoon dismissal on Friday, September 3 and 10. Order forms 

will also be sent home with students on Friday, September 3.  

Students who purchase a ball will be allowed to dress down on 

September 17. The deadline to purchase a ball is Wednesday, September 15. The student whose 

golf ball is dropped closest to the target will receive a classroom catered pizza party and a one-of-a-

kind OLP Panther shirt! 

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2021/8/SCRIP%20Order%20Form%2021-22-1.pdf
http://www.shopwithscrip.com
https://bit.ly/DownloadApp_RaiseRight?fbclid=IwAR1F6qExmEyqAZ4IZRjhdusM5lFQQAgsiESU4nYavZl0HlLQLrbeSZtvGqI
mailto:Scrip@olpls.org
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PARISH DIRECTORY: The Parish will be updating the directory this fall. Ses-
sions are available for family photos in October. Please click the flyer  image 
to the left for details or visit  https://olpls.org/church-directory-2021. 

 

 

PARTNERS IN FAITH: Click the link to access the September issue of Partners in Faith.  This 

newsletter is presented by Jo Engert, Director of Children’s Faith Formation at Our Lady of 

the Presentation Parish, with helpful information to help children grow in their Catholic 

faith.  The publication is presented in both English and Spanish.  

https://olpls.org/church-directory-2021
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2021/8/Partners%20In%20Faith%20September.pdf
https://olpls.org/church-directory-2021

