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A P R I L  3 0 ,  2 0 2 0  N E W S L E T T E R  

Dear Panther Parents, 
 
The school year is not ending as any one of us could have possibly imag-
ined.  What began as an adventure on March 21st, quickly turned into a 
unique 4th quarter of school. During this time, Remote Learning, Zoom 
Meetings, Social Distancing, and Stay at Home Orders became our 
norm. We quickly learned that this adventure would not be a sprint but a 
marathon.  Remote Learning Fatigue became a thing, Virtual Mass, post-
poned First Communions, rescheduled Annual Auction and a parking lot 
graduation quickly became reality.  Although nothing like we thought this 
spring would look like, there are many blessings.  We have reconnected 
as families, prayed together as a parish community, became creative with 
ways to educate our students and most importantly learned to appreciate 
the communities in which we belong-whether it be a family, school, work, 
or neighborhood.  We could list all the disappointments we have felt over 
the last five weeks, there are many!  However, we must realize that 
through our sacrifices we have become stronger, learned to see the good 
in bad situations and flattened the curve. We are in the home stretch and 
the end is in sight.  Stay strong, we can do this! 
 
Please keep our 8th graders in your prayers over the next few 
weeks.  Their last day of school is May 8th and OLP’s first ever Parking 
Lot Graduation is planned for May 14th. We are grateful for the lead-
ership of these graduates and their positive attitudes with the cancelling 
of many of the graduation activities they have looked forward to enjoying 
for many years.  
 
The administration is busy working to formulate a plan for textbook return 
and pick up of any personal items left at school. Currently we are looking 
at various times over two days, May 19th and May 20th.  Details and sign 
up information will be forthcoming.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank Fr.Tom, 
Mrs.Organ, the amazing staff and you, the parents, for your patience and 
understanding during my year of transition to St. Michael the Archangel 
High School.  Mrs. Organ is a fantastic school leader and will do great 
things as OLP’s new principal.  It has been my honor and blessing to 
serve as OLP's principal for the last 12 years. OLP is my home, it is 
where I have spent 19 years as a school parent, 16 years of my educa-
tional career, and had the privilege of being part of one of the best ele-
mentary schools in our diocese.  I am forever grateful and will miss this 
amazing school.  OLP is truly something special! 
 
God’s Peace, 
Mrs. Jodi Briggs 
Principal 
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OLP School Families: 

I pray you and your family are doing well and staying healthy. Here we are getting close 

to the end of the academic year but doing it in a way that none of us could have antici-

pated. I’m sure you all have stories to tell from this time of remote learning but I hope 

you are managing the challenge and taking advantage of this unplanned time as a fami-

ly. I think these times we find ourselves in have pointed out the blessing of being part of 

a school family committed to serving the best interest of our students. We are truly grateful for our teachers 

and staff who have worked so hard to make the transition as smooth as possible and to all of you who have 

been patient and encouraging throughout. I have really enjoyed making an appearance in the virtual class-

room Zoom meetings with our students. They remind me why it is so important for us, the adults in their 

lives, to be at our best and bring them some stability during these challenging times. Let’s stay strong these 

last couple of weeks.  

In addition to the daily communication coming out from the school, I hope you are also taking advantage of 
all the things we are offering in the parish at this time. Every day of the week we offer a video recording of 
the Gospel and homily from daily Mass. It’s only about 3-4 minutes long, so it can easily be incorporated into 
the daily routine of learning and provide a way to stay connected to our faith. As a family, I encourage you to 
take time each weekend to watch our virtual Sunday Mass. It is usually available for viewing by 6:00pm on 
Saturday and can be viewed anytime on Sunday – all from the comfort of your home. This is a way to keep 
Sunday holy until we can gather together again for public worship. All of our resources and quick access to 
our videos can be found at www.olpls.org. 

I hope to see many of you at our Friday night drive through event. I also hope to see you at our Park & Pray 

Marian Celebration this weekend. You can join us this Saturday at 5:00pm or Sunday at 10:00am or in Span-

ish at 11:00am. Just park in the north side parking lot facing the building and remain in your car. As May is a 

month when we honor our Blessed Mother Mary and our own mothers, we will pray the Rosary and offer a 

special blessing. We will also be handing out our Easter book and collecting food for Lee’s Summit Social Ser-

vices. The service should only last about 20 minutes but is a way for us to gather safely during this time. It 

would be great to see you there. 

A big thanks for your continued financial support during these challenging times. As a parish and school, we 

rely on the regular giving of our families to keep everything going. During this time of no public gatherings our 

contributions have obviously been affected. We are grateful for your help in staying current on your tuition 

and continuing your regular giving to the parish. And please don’t hesitate to reach out if your situation has 

changed and we can be of assistance to you. Together we can come out of this stronger and better. 

 

Many Blessings  

Fr. Tom Holder 

A Message From Father Tom... 

http://www.olpls.org
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School News 

OLP DRIVE THROUGH EVENT & LIBRARY BOOK DROPOFF: Plan to join 
us for the second drive-through event in the OLP parking lot tomorrow, 
May 1 at 7:00 p.m. Wear your favorite OLP Spirit Wear and come drive 
through the OLP drop off line to wave to the staff! They can’t wait to 
see your smiling faces. Plus there will be a collection point for all of your 
library books belonging to the OLP Library. Please plan to bring those 
backs with you for return.  

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL: A reminder that the last day of instruction for the 2019-20 school year is May 15. Plans 

are being made for textbook return and personal item pick up. More information will follow. 

 

PANTHER PARTNERS: OLP is blessed by the support of many Panther Partner businesses 

and during these days of uncertainty and isolation, let's show them our appreciation with 

our continued patronage. Many have curb-side pickup, drive-thru services and continue to 

work through these trying times. Click here for a full list of our 2019-20 Panther Partners. 

 

 

END OF YEAR REMINDER 

The end of the school year is quickly approaching. As a reminder, all accounts must be 
paid in full in order for your child’s report card to be released. If your child is not re-
turning to OLP next year, this requirement must also be met in order for transcripts to be sent to a new 
school.  For graduating 8th grade students, accounts must be paid in full by May 8th.  For K – 7th grade, ac-
counts must be paid by May 15th. 

Click the SYCAMORE SCHOOL link and log into your account for balance information.  If you have additional 
account questions, see the following document, Understanding your Sycamore Accounts, or contact the fol-
lowing persons: 

Tuition Accounts:  Mrs. Karen Storck in the Parish Finance Office, kstorck@olpls.org.  

Lunch Accounts:  Mrs. Melissa Wade, mwade@olpls.org.  

ACED Accounts:  Mrs. Sharon Cornell, at aced@olpls.org. 

 
ONLINE PAYMENTS:  You are encouraged to use online payment, through Sycamore, during this period of on
-site school closure, and throughout the summer.  Note that a 2.5% processing fee is automatically applied 
to all electronic payments, which is paid to the financial institution (not OLP).  Instructions for Making Pay-
ments in Sycamore           

CASH OR CHECK PAYMENTS:  If cash or check payments are preferred, you may mail checks to the Parish 
office, or drop off cash or checks at the Parish office.  All check and cash payments should be enclosed in a 
sealed envelope.  Be sure to clearly indicate the amount to be paid toward each account, (Tuition, Lunch, 
and/or ACED), the parent’s name, and the student's name. 

https://olplsschool.org/our-panther-partners
https://app.sycamoreschool.com/index.php?schoolid=1052
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2019/11/Understanding%20Sycamore%20Accounts.pdf
mailto:kstorck@olpls.org
mailto:mwade@olpls.org
mailto:aced@olpls.org
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2019/6/How%20to%20Make%20Tuition%20Payments%20in%20Sycamore%202019-20-1.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2019/6/How%20to%20Make%20Tuition%20Payments%20in%20Sycamore%202019-20-1.pdf
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HELPFUL LINKS FROM MS. PIERSON FOR HELPING WITH COVID-19, SOCIAL DISTANCING AND ANXIETY: 

While we may be approaching the end to stay at home orders, social distancing guidelines and restrictions may still 

be in place to keep us safe as businesses begin to reopen and groups are able to come together again. There may still 

be concerns and questions from students. Ms. Pierson has offered the following links that may help answer questions 

and ease anxiety during these uncertain times. 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/help-your-family-de-stress-during-coronavirus-uncertainty 

https://www.brainpop.com/health/diseasesinjuriesandconditions/coronavirus/ 

https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/02/28/809580453/just-for-kids-a-comic-exploring-the-new-

coronavirus 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/11/well/family/coronavirus-teenagers-anxiety.html 

https://childmind.org/article/talking-to-kids-about-the-coronavirus/ 

SCHOOL ADVISORY BOARD: OLP’s school advisory board is now open for applications for 
the 2020-21 school year.  The purpose of the OLP School Advisory Board (SAB) is to provide 
guidance and assistance and to make recommendations to the Pastor, Pastoral Administra-
tor and/or Principal in the governance of the School.  The Board fulfills its purpose and ex-
ercises its functions in advancing the mission and goals of the Our Lady of the Presentation 
School and Parish under the guidance of the Catholic Diocese of Kansas City - St. Jo-
seph.  The SAB functions in an advisory capacity and does not set policy.  
  
School Advisory Board functions: 
  
 Planning:  Setting goals for the School, consistent with the Parish mission statement, and overseeing the long-

range planning and development of the School. 

 Policy:  Making recommendations and providing guidance on the formation and implementation of policies for 

the School. 

 Financial:  Promoting stewardship and providing guidance on the budget, grants, tuition policies, and financial 

planning for the long-term fiscal stability of the School. 

 Public Relations:  Developing and maintaining an on-going program to promote the School’s image both within 

the Parish and the public to foster a greater sense of community. 

 Evaluation:  Evaluating and monitoring School programs with the goals established by the Diocese and accred-

iting firms, as well as the Board’s effectiveness in accomplishing Board work. 

 Communication:  Promoting communication among the Administrative Team, the School, the parents and stu-

dents. 

  
If you would be interested in applying, please complete the application form and follow the directions for submitting. 
Thank you for your interest.  

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/help-your-family-de-stress-during-coronavirus-uncertainty
https://www.brainpop.com/health/diseasesinjuriesandconditions/coronavirus/
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/02/28/809580453/just-for-kids-a-comic-exploring-the-new-coronavirus
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/02/28/809580453/just-for-kids-a-comic-exploring-the-new-coronavirus
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/11/well/family/coronavirus-teenagers-anxiety.html
https://childmind.org/article/talking-to-kids-about-the-coronavirus/
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2020/4/OLP%20SAB%20application%202020-2021.pdf
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OLP AUCTION RESCHEDULED: Due to current circumstances and social distancing guidelines, the OLP Auction for 

2020 has been RESCHEDULED for Friday, July 10 at OLP. More information will be shared soon regarding the event. 

We hope you are able to join us. We can't wait to be together again celebrating the OLP community!  

 

PTO UPDATES: 

 

PTO MEETING: Join us Tuesday, May 5 at 7:00 p.m. for the final PTO Meeting via Zoom! Follow 
the link below or use the meeting ID/password.  

 Meeting ID: 253 021 4676 Password: 5PANIq 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/2530214676?pwd=Nk5wL0h3aEZvUXk3MDJIUWNtNkxSZz09 

 

AMAZON SMILE: Did you know that you can support OLP through Amazon 

Smile?  When you shop through Amazon Smile, 0.5% of your eligible purchase 

will come back to OLP.  Click here to learn more about how to use Amazon 

Smile.   

SCRIP UPDATES: Be on the look out for Scrip rebate letters. These will be 
emailed the first week of May to families who participated in Scrip this 
year. A response is required by May 11th.  

Don't forget to use shopwithscrip.com and buy ecards when making your 

purchases! 

Also don't forget to support our local businesses. The following local businesses support our Scrip Program: Cam-

eron's, Waldo's Pizza, Main Slice, Arcade Alley (when they reopen), Whistle Stop Coffee, Third Street Social, Pearl 

Tavern, Summit Grill, and Neighborhood Cafe. They support us, so let’s support them! 

Last Day of School 
May 15th 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/2530214676?pwd=Nk5wL0h3aEZvUXk3MDJIUWNtNkxSZz09
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_se_rspo_laas_aas
http://shopwithscrip.com/
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School Advisory Board 
 

Dear OLP Parents: 

 

One thing that the stay at home order has taught me is that the OLP family is resilient, understand-

ing and adaptive to change.  Leadership, teachers, staff, students and parents have all been put to 

the test and we appreciate everyone’s efforts.  Thank you to Father Tom, Mrs. Briggs and Mrs. Organ 

for your leadership.  Thank you to the teachers for being adaptive to change and your willingness to 

learn new things in order to keep the students learning.  Thank you to the school administration and 

staff for being so supportive during this time.  Thank you to the students and parents for being un-

derstanding and patient. We were all a part of history and even though some days were rough, at 

the end of the day we all became closer.  Lastly, thank you to the volunteers for being flexible and 

continuing to do your thing in such a unique environment.   

Speaking of volunteers, there are a few opportunities this year to make a major impact.  Both the 

Athletic Director position as well as leadership opportunities in the PTO are available and need to be 

filled.  These positions require lots of time and energy but also make a major impact on the school, 

teachers and students.   

I would be remiss if I didn’t give a sincere thank you to Mrs. Briggs and all she has done for this 

school.  Her leadership, and passion has forever left a positive mark on OLP.  We wish you the best 

at Saint Michael.  

Thank you to everyone for being a part of the 

OLP family. 

Chris Gillihan 

OLP School Advisory Board Member 
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Parish News 

Check out our Worship @ Home Resources on our Parish 

Website under the Children’s Faith Formation Tab On the CFF 

Family page https://olpls.org/cff-family-page-1. 

Contact Jo Engert at jengert@olpls.org for the password. 

 
What our parishioners have been saying about  

Worship @ Home 
 

“We have REALLY enjoyed the children's mass resources!!” 

“The kids have understood the topics on a much higher level 
than sitting in "big" church.” 

“It has been a lot of fun for the boys!!” 

“Quite a different change of pace for them and we are really 
enjoying it!” 

 

 
 

Vacation Bible School 

2020 

 

 

 

Ages 4 to 4th Grade 

Watch for Dates! 

 
 

 

https://olpls.org/cff-family-page-1
mailto:jengert@olpls.org
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OUR LADY OF THE PRESENTATION SCHOOL HOME PAGE - http://www.olplsschool.org/ 

The Homepage includes large buttons to quickly connect you to the things you need most:  Weekly News, Vol-

unteering, Registration, and Account Payments.  Additional front page information includes Quick Links, Events 

Calendar, recent special interest posts, and navigational tabs for the entire website. 

WEEKLY NEWS BUTTON - Includes an archive of all Weekly Updates and Panther Prints publications for the 

entire school year.  Flyers are also linked on this page for quick reference. 

VOLUNTEER BUTTON - This is your one-stop-shop for all volunteering information.  The page includes links to 

current sign-ups and ongoing volunteer opportunities, as well as directions for completing volunteer require-

ments. 

HOT LUNCH PROGRAM - Includes Monthly Lunch Menu, printable Lunch Payment Form, and lunch account 

payment information.  (Can be found from Home Page/Parents/Hot Lunch Program) 

NURSES PAGE - Includes seasonal Nurses Information, updated monthly, as well as printable Medication Con-

sent and Health History Forms.  Can be found from Home Page/Staff Directory/Nurses) 

ART CLASS PAGE - Includes a link to Mrs. Sherfinski’s Art Class Website, with all classroom and grading infor-

mation. (Can be found from Home Page/Staff Directory/Specials/Art) 

MUSIC CLASS PAGE - Includes a link to Ms. Esparza’s Music Class Website, with all classroom and grading infor-

mation, as well as Band and Orchestra Information.  (Can be found from Home Page/Staff Directory/Specials/

Music) 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION CLASS PAGE - Includes links to Ms. Oestmann’s P.E. Google Classrooms (Can be found 

from Home Page/Staff Directory/Specials/Physical Education) 

ELEMENTARY COMPUTER CLASS PAGE - Includes Computer class information for grades K - 6, as well as grade-

appropriate computer activity links.  (Can be found from Home Page/Staff Directory/Specials/Elementary Com-

puters) 

LIBRARY PAGE - Includes monthly Library Newsletter, current Library event information, such as Scholastic 

Book Fair and Turkey Trot, and important library and reading program links.  (Can be found from Home Page/

Staff Directory/Specials/Library) 

ACED PAGE - (Before and After School Care) - Includes registration, fee and policies for OLP’s  before and after 

school childcare program. 

http://olplsschool.org/
http://www.olplsschool.org/
http://olplsschool.org/communications-1
http://olplsschool.org/volunteer-1
http://olplsschool.org/hot-lunch-program
http://olplsschool.org/nurses
http://olplsschool.org/art-mrs-julie-sherfinski
http://olplsschool.org/music-mrs-amanda-palacios
http://olplsschool.org/physical-education-mr-justin-coatney
https://olplsschool.org/elementary-computers-k-6-mrs-alyssa-fries
https://olplsschool.org/library-devoss-poletis
https://olplsschool.org/after-care-extended-day-program-aced

