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M A R C H  3 1 ,  2 0 2 0  N E W S L E T T E R  

Dear Panther Parents, 

Week one of Home Bound Learning is in the books!  We did it!  I know there were 
stressful times for everyone, not just the teachers and parents but also for the students. 
As we navigate these uncharted waters and strive to find a balance for families, teach-
ers and students, I am grateful for the dedicated and supportive OLP school community 
we call family. We will survive this and will thrive during these weeks ahead.  Once we 
have it "all figured out", my prayer is that we will return to the classroom and familiar 
routines and structure.   

As previously shared, OLP is currently closed through April 24th which means that all 
school related activities and extra-curricular activities are also cancelled.  OLP's School 
Auction that was scheduled for April 25th will be rescheduled to a later date. Please 
watch future communications for more details and plan to join us in celebrating our 
amazing school community. We will need your support for the auction this year, more 
than ever.   

We know that this time is challenging and stressful for families trying to navigate a new 
normal, possible economic impacts, job loss and possibly even the virus itself.  Please 
know that your school and parish family is walking this journey with you.  Along with 
the teachers, Mrs. Organ, and myself, the office staff is here to assist through phone 
calls and email.  Ms. Pierson is available with suggestions for students and has re-
sources for families during this difficult time. Fr. Tom and the parish staff have done an 
amazing job of communicating information to us and making sure we are staying con-
nected as a faith family.  Please check out the parish website for updated information, 
www.olpls.org.  

The mandated "Stay at Home" order has been difficult for me. As a person who likes to 
be on the go and to be busy, this new way of living has been an adjustment. Recently, I 
took a long walk and realized that this forced "Stay at Home" order is truly what Lent 
should be -a time to pause, reflect, sacrifice and appreciate the many blessings and gifts 
in our lives.  For me, the remainder of this Lent isn't going to be just about abstaining 
from Facebook or going without my daily Starbucks. It is going to be about staying posi-
tive and enjoying the things I would have missed if school was in session.  I am going to 
enjoy the evenings at home with my family, the beautiful sunset that I would have 
missed because of an evening meeting, the sunrise on my morning walk, watching my 
pups running through the pond, a card game with my adult children, talking with my 
husband while sitting on the back deck, and most importantly just the quiet time with 
God in prayer.   My prayer for you is that you are able to take the lemons life has given 
us and make lemonade!  Let's make this the BEST Lent ever and pray that we will be 
able to celebrate the Easter season together. 
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Dear OLP Families: 

I pray you and your family are holding up okay and staying healthy in these stressful and challenging 

times. Life around the parish and school has changed dramatically as we deal with the coronavirus 

crisis. I must say I miss the busyness and activity of our campus and I especially miss seeing our stu-

dents and all the life and joy they bring. We appreciate all the cooperation and patience everyone has 

given as we adjust to remote learning. Our teachers and staff have done an amazing job responding to 

this new way of doing school and work hard every day to bring some sense of stability to our stu-

dent’s learning environment. I know things are probably very different around your house as you try 

to create some structure for learning to happen. None of us could have planned for this dramatic 

change to our daily lives, but we want to be sure to look for the blessings in each day. I hope this un-

expected time to spend with your family and strengthen your bonds can be seen as a gift and a bless-

ing. 

During this time when we cannot gather publicly at the church for worship, I hope you are finding 

ways to live your faith at home. Lent is coming to an end and the celebrations of Holy Week and 

Easter are upon us. Although we can’t be at the parish together this year, we can still connect through 

the power of prayer and technology. Fr. Olvin and I continue to celebrate daily Mass and weekend 

Mass. The parish staff is still working each day as we find new ways to communicate and have virtual 

meetings and gatherings for our various ministries. We will be celebrating the services of Holy Week 

and Easter Sunday Mass. You can connect to all of this through our parish website – www.olpls.org, 

and our other social media pages. Make intentional time as a family to watch Mass, reflect together, 

and keep some sacred space in your home. Praying together and for others is more important than ev-

er. These times can be learning moments for your children to talk about what is happening in the 

world, ways we can do our part, ways we can live our faith and ways we can trust in God. Have a lit-

tle fun with how you gather for virtual Mass. Designate one Sunday, “dress-up Sunday”, and the next 

one, “pajama Sunday”. The church remains open a few hours each day for private prayer. Come for a 

visit as a family. Light a candle. Pray the Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet, or just sit quietly. But most 

importantly, do something to nurture the faith life of your family. Please check our parish website and 

read our Constant Contacts for all the latest information and updates. 

We are blessed to be part of such a wonderful community. Let’s continue to hold 

one another in prayer and pray for all of those struggling and suffering around the 

world. 

Many Blessings  

Fr. Tom Holder 

A Message From Father Tom... 

http://www.olpls.org
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School News 
SCHOOL BUSINESS: 

JAMMIE DRIVE THROUGH EVENT: Join OLP Administration, Teachers, 
Paws and Special Guests on Wednesday, April 1 at 7:00 p.m. for a Jammie 
Drive-through Event! Come to OLP and drive through the OLP drop off 
line to wave to the staff! They can’t wait to see your smiling faces. 

 

EASTER BREAK:  No Online Learning - Holy Thursday through Easter Monday, April 9-13. 

SHARE YOUR HOME-LEARNING PHOTOS & VIDEO: We would love to see pictures or videos of you while learning 
at home. Please send any pictures or videos of how you are learning at home or spending your days, to 
wzeiler@olpls.org. Please note that these pictures and videos might be used on our social media accounts and in 
Parish bulletins. 

STAR IN THE OLP MORNING ANNOUNCEMENTS: Send us videos of your students doing the Pledge of Allegiance, 
School Pledge and/or morning prayer.  These videos may be used as part of the morning messages. Videos may be 
emailed to Mrs. Drake - jdrake@olpls.org.  

PANTHER PARTNERS: OLP is blessed by the support of many Panther Partner businesses and 

during these days of uncertainty and isolation, let's show them our appreciation with our con-

tinued patronage. Many have curb-side pickup, drive-thru services and continue to work 

through these trying times. Click here for a full list of our 2019-20 Panther Partners. 

 

PTO UPDATES: 
 

SCRIP UPDATE: Don't forget to use shopwithscrip.com and buy ecards when 

making your purchases! Also don't forget to support our local businesses.  The 

following local businesses support our Scrip Program:  Cameron's, Waldo's Piz-

za, Main Slice, Arcade Alley (when they reopen), Whistle Stop Coffee, Third Street Social, Pearl Tavern, Summit 

Grill, and Neighborhood Cafe.  Many are offering take-out, curbside pickup options. They support OLP, so let’s sup-

port them! 

SPRING SPIRIT WEAR:  If you ordered spirit wear from this last campaign, it will be mailed to your home! 

PTO LEADERSHIP NEEDED:  We are in need of new leadership for PTO for the 2020-2021 school year.  President, 

Treasurer, and Secretary positions are all open.  If you are interested, or would like more information about each 

job, please email pto@olplsschool.org  

https://olplsschool.org/our-panther-partners
http://www.shopwithscrip.com
mailto:pto@olplsschool.org
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I Home-Schooled My Kids For 3 Years. Here’s What Parents Need To Know Now. 

As originally appeared March 26 in Huffington Post.  

Author: Allison Haggerty, OLP Parent 

Up until this past week, I liked to refer to myself as a recovering home-schooler. I loved home-schooling my children, 

the way we love anything that stretches and exhausts and betters us, but I had come to accept that it would no longer 

be part of our journey. 

We initially chose home-schooling in a bid for increased freedom and individualized learning, which worked ― some 

days better than others ― until I alone could no longer meet their needs. Just this past fall we made the difficult deci-

sion to enroll them all in “real” school. The irony that the year we put our kids in school just happen to be the same 

year that the entire world started home-schooling is not lost on me. 

Now, I, along with millions of other parents across the nation, ready my home school and slog through the ups and 

downs of distance learning amidst the COVID-19 outbreak. Many moms and dads are navigating this new reality while 

at the same time balancing the demands of a full-time job and attempting to parent through an exceptionally volatile 

and potentially traumatic worldwide crisis.  

Having taught my four children for three crazy, wonderful, tiring years, I understand the anxiety that accompanies this 

new normal and the upheaval wrought by a drastic change in circumstances. 

Given that, I’d like to share my personal home-schooling thoughts and experiences in the hope that some may find 

them helpful. Please know that my perspective is shaped by my failures as much as, if not more than, my successes. 

Don’t “do school” at home. 

Why? You don’t need to. Also, you can’t. I have seen all of those amazing, Pinterest-worthy daily schedules circulating 

on Instagram and Facebook. Yes, they are beautiful and inspiring, but they are also wildly impractical. 

When we first started home-schooling four years ago, I did my very best to replicate the school environment. Our days 

were planned down to the minute, including bathroom breaks. It lasted exactly one week and we all cried. Every. Sin-

gle. Day. It was a disaster. 

Instead of a schedule, try to create a gentle, flexible routine. Some school days will start at 8 a.m. and some days will 

start at 10 ― because you have a meeting or it’s a beautiful morning to play outside or the kids are exhausted. None of 

that matters. 

However, when you do start your day of learning, try to start the same way as often as you can. It could be with a pray-

er, a reading or a dance party ― anything to help signal the beginning of learning time. 

Let your routine reflect your priorities.  

Understand that something will fall through the cracks nearly every day. Figure out what is most critical to the success 

of your family and work backward from there. 

Our first subject of the day was always math. I did this for two reasons. One, I wanted to be sure that math was prac-

ticed daily and if everything else went off the rails, I knew this was checked off the list. Two, I had the most mental ca-

pacity and patience to help with challenging problems at the beginning of the school day. I am fried after two or three 
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hours of teaching, so I oriented our routine in levels of decreasing mental output (at least for me). 

Learn to pivot ― a lot.  

Flexibility is 100% the key to staying sane as a home-schooling parent. When I initially hit roadblocks in teaching, my 

instinct was always to push through ― whether it was with a frustrated kid, an assignment that was wonky or a con-

cept that wasn’t landing. FYI, things usually just got worse. 

Pushing through is almost never the answer in home-schooling. If something isn’t working, there is usually a reason 

and, most of the time, there is a better solution. I have never regretted hitting the reset button by taking a break, 

ditching the assignment or switching my approach.  

We are blessed to have the guidance and support of the amazing teachers at our kids’ schools and for that, I am so, so 

grateful. However, knowing that this is all new to them, there are bound to be bumps in the road. New concepts and 

certain curriculums may not translate as readily to an online format as we all hope. Your kiddo may resist a new teach-

ing style or may not assimilate information in this new fashion. All of this is OK. It just means that we need to put on 

our flexible pants and give everyone all of the grace ― especially ourselves.  

Focus on your relationship, not the work at hand.  

This is easier said than done and takes lots of practice and self-regulation. It is very easy to get caught up in a moment 

of frustration or anger, especially with all the pressures we have right now. Expect to apologize ― a lot. 

During our first year of home-schooling, I apologized on the daily, usually more than once. When possible, remind 

yourself that you are the teacher for this brief (we hope) window, but you have an opportunity to positively impact 

your relationship with your child for a lifetime. 

So, be kind. Give everyone credit for showing up and remember the only thing they really must know right this mo-

ment is that they are loved.  

You can do this. You can teach your child and support their learning. It will be messy and challenging and there may be 

days when you wonder if your child needs far more than you can offer. 

In those times, please know that you are uniquely equipped to guide your child through this because you are their par-

ent. You come to the table with a set of skills that includes an intimate knowledge of what makes your kiddo tick and a 

dedication to their success far beyond the chaos of this moment. Use all of this to your advantage. You’ve got this.  
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Elena Cianciolo 

Rachel Delmastro 

Logan Flattery 

Blake Francois 

Madison Lehew 

Garrett Scheier 

Elainie Tran 

Lily Vanbebber 

A Honor Roll—3rd Quarter                      

8th Grade 

A Honor Roll—3rd Quarter                        

7th Grade 

Robby Gose 

Gracie Jacobs 

Ricky Lyon 

Meisi McDonald 

Mary Grace Meiners 

Andrew Meyer 

Matthew Puno 

Leah Schatz 

Erica Scheier 

Hailey Scheuer 

Jackson Steiner 

Michael Torlina 

Anna Valenti  

Principal’s Honor Roll-3rd Quarter       

8th Grade 

Madison Bahr 

Caleb Bridges 

Kaylin Bendon 

Seth Burton 

Logan Johansen 

Jonathan Koob 

Claire Landa 

Allison Meyer 

Rose Reddig 

Emily Rybowicz 

Ben Salanski 

Mary Salanski 

Katie Vargo 

Natasha Wulff 

Principal’s Honor Roll—3rd Quarter     

7th Grade 

Gavin Brown 

Jacob Cohen 

Katelyn Daugherty 

Roman Gilyard 

Maddie Harris 

Brayden Johnson 

Johnny Joyce 

David Kish 

Saylor Pickard 

Melanie Ruby 

Bella Schmitz 

Cooper Waters 

Carson Wiley 

Mary Ellen Winkeler 

B Honor Roll—3rd Quarter                      

8th Grade 

Jackson Braun 

Parker Bushyhead 

Leo Christiano 

Samantha Coats 

Xavier Collins 

Nicolaus DeVoss 

Hayden Drake 

Sophia Falk 

Ryder Grote 

Joseph Haggerty 

Lauren Haggerty 

Madison Herald 

Eric Hoff 

Jackson Jenkins 

Alli Melton 

Joseph Ragusa 

Mackenzie Ramirez 

Grant Rastorfer 

Aubree Saxton 

Joey Waller 

Tayla Wright 

Bridget Zimmer 

B Honor Roll—3rd Quarter                      

7th Grade 

Addison Bowes 

Kayley Cohen 

Brady Goffinet 

Josie Hazen 

Rachel Hesemann 

Oliver Hotop 

Catherine Jakobe 

Ava Lynn 

Elizabeth Robertson 

Bella Saluzzi 
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School Advisory Board 
 

 

 

Dear Fellow OLP Families- 

 

So this is definitely not the letter I thought I was going to be writing for the April Panther Prints.  I had 

planned to give you lots of details about the Annual Auction -  what an awesome evening it is, how important 

it is to our school and what a celebration of our community it is.  Well that letter will have to wait.  The Auc-

tion committee is still working hard to complete preparations and to secure a date which will be shared with 

everyone as soon as possible.  In speaking with Mrs. Briggs, we feel it is important not to cancel and that our 

community still needs an opportunity to gather; even if it is a bit delayed. 

Instead my letter will still be about community.  Our amazing OLP community!  The craziness of the last few 

weeks has shown just how strong and resilient our community is.  Everyone from teachers, administrators, 

staff, parents and students have shown, at every turn, amazing understanding, flexibility and exactly what it 

means to be a community. We may not be able to be in the same building, but we are still connected and 

dedicated to each other.  

I want to close on a bright note and share where I have been able to see goodness from the past few weeks.  I 

see it every day watching a family go for a walk or playing in the backyard together.  I see it in neighbors stop-

ping to talk to each other from the porch to the street, my kids video chatting with friends and a street all 

having dinner “together” at the ends of their driveways.  I see it in chalk designs on a sidewalk and spring 

flowers beginning to bloom.  I see it in our new family ritual of joining Mrs. Briggs for morning announce-

ments, pledge and prayer.  Goodness exists if we are willing to notice it and I am trying hard each day to seek 

it out.  I hope you are able to find it as well. 

 

Best Regards,  

Wade Muller 

Member - OLP School Advisory Board 
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Parish News 
 

PARTNERS IN FAITH: Click the link to access the April issue of Partners in Faith.  This newsletter is presented 

by Jo Engert, Director of Children’s Faith Formation at Our Lady of the Presentation Parish, with helpful infor-

mation to help children grow in their Catholic faith.  The publication is presented in both English and Spanish.  

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS:  Follow this link to join OLP Priests In the Stations of the Cross.  

 

ONLINE RESOURCES: Visit the Parish website for links to daily online Mass, COVID 19 Resources and special 

podcasts. 

 

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER: Public Masses are suspended until further notice. The church is open 

for private prayer Monday-Friday, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. and Saturdays/Sundays, 10:00 a.m. - Noon. 

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/5605/documents/2020/3/Partners%20in%20Faith%20April.pdf
https://soundcloud.com/user-950371879/stations-of-the-cross-audio-32420
http://www.olpls.org
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OUR LADY OF THE PRESENTATION SCHOOL HOME PAGE - http://www.olplsschool.org/ 

The Homepage includes large buttons to quickly connect you to the things you need most:  Weekly News, Vol-

unteering, Registration, and Account Payments.  Additional front page information includes Quick Links, Events 

Calendar, recent special interest posts, and navigational tabs for the entire website. 

WEEKLY NEWS BUTTON - Includes an archive of all Weekly Updates and Panther Prints publications for the 

entire school year.  Flyers are also linked on this page for quick reference. 

VOLUNTEER BUTTON - This is your one-stop-shop for all volunteering information.  The page includes links to 

current sign-ups and ongoing volunteer opportunities, as well as directions for completing volunteer require-

ments. 

HOT LUNCH PROGRAM - Includes Monthly Lunch Menu, printable Lunch Payment Form, and lunch account 

payment information.  (Can be found from Home Page/Parents/Hot Lunch Program) 

NURSES PAGE - Includes seasonal Nurses Information, updated monthly, as well as printable Medication Con-

sent and Health History Forms.  Can be found from Home Page/Staff Directory/Nurses) 

ART CLASS PAGE - Includes a link to Mrs. Sherfinski’s Art Class Website, with all classroom and grading infor-

mation. (Can be found from Home Page/Staff Directory/Specials/Art) 

MUSIC CLASS PAGE - Includes a link to Ms. Esparza’s Music Class Website, with all classroom and grading infor-

mation, as well as Band and Orchestra Information.  (Can be found from Home Page/Staff Directory/Specials/

Music) 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION CLASS PAGE - Includes links to Ms. Oestmann’s P.E. Google Classrooms (Can be found 

from Home Page/Staff Directory/Specials/Physical Education) 

ELEMENTARY COMPUTER CLASS PAGE - Includes Computer class information for grades K - 6, as well as grade-

appropriate computer activity links.  (Can be found from Home Page/Staff Directory/Specials/Elementary Com-

puters) 

LIBRARY PAGE - Includes monthly Library Newsletter, current Library event information, such as Scholastic 

Book Fair and Turkey Trot, and important library and reading program links.  (Can be found from Home Page/

Staff Directory/Specials/Library) 

ACED PAGE - (Before and After School Care) - Includes registration, fee and policies for OLP’s  before and after 

school childcare program. 

http://olplsschool.org/
http://www.olplsschool.org/
http://olplsschool.org/communications-1
http://olplsschool.org/volunteer-1
http://olplsschool.org/hot-lunch-program
http://olplsschool.org/nurses
http://olplsschool.org/art-mrs-julie-sherfinski
http://olplsschool.org/music-mrs-amanda-palacios
http://olplsschool.org/physical-education-mr-justin-coatney
https://olplsschool.org/elementary-computers-k-6-mrs-alyssa-fries
https://olplsschool.org/library-devoss-poletis
https://olplsschool.org/after-care-extended-day-program-aced

