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Most Prestigious & Coveted Award Given by the  

US Department of Education 

1 of 340 Schools Nationwide 

1 of 50 Private Schools Nationwide 

1 of 2 Schools in the Kansas City Metropolitan Area 

*Only Private School in Missouri 

“Catholic School should be a place to develop 

the whole child – mind, body, and spirit, - 

where one grows learning how to live.” 

 ~ Pope Francis  

The National Blue Ribbon Schools Program has been 

recognizing great American schools Since 1982.  In its 32-

year history, the National Blue Ribbon Schools Program has 

bestowed this coveted award on just under 7,900 of Ameri-

ca's schools.  

The program recognizes public and private elementary, mid-

dle, and high schools based on their overall academic excel-

lence or their progress in closing achievement gaps among 

student subgroups.  These schools demonstrate that all stu-

dents can achieve to high levels.  National Blue Ribbon 

Schools shine under a national spotlight for all the right rea-

sons.  The award acknowledges and validates the hard work 

of students, educators, families, and communities in striving 

for—and attaining—exemplary achievement.  National Blue 

Ribbon Schools serve as models for other schools through-

out the nation, and school personnel are often sought out as 

mentors.  For many, attaining the National Blue Ribbon 

School award is the realization of a long-held dream. 

 

This year, U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan designat-

ed 340 schools as National Blue Ribbon Schools for 2014, 

including  290 public and 50 private schools.  Our Lady of the 

Presentation Catholic School is the only private school in 

the state of Missouri to receive the award!  The schools 

were recognized at a ceremony in Washington, D.C., at 

which each school received a plaque and a flag as symbols of 

their status as National Blue Ribbon Schools. 

 “We are honored to be recognized by the Department of 

Education for the hard work of our students, dedication of 

our staff and support of our parents,” said Mrs. Jodi Briggs, 

Principal of OLP.  “This Award belongs to the entire Presen-

tation community that enables us to provide a quality, faith 

based education, rooted in academic excellence and service 

to others.  We are proud to represent both the Catholic Dio-

cese and the Lee’s Summit community and are humbled by 

this recognition.”  

Presentation’s Blue Ribbon Award comes on the heels of the 

school’s designation as the 2014 Business of the Year, Res in 

Motus, Magnus Category, by the Lee’s Summit Chamber of 

Commerce.  The school has also ranked in the Top 25 Area 

Private Schools list, as published by the Kansas City Business 

Journal, for the past two years. 

Our Lady of the Presentation Catholic School 

NAMED ONE OF 
THE BEST SCHOOLS 

IN THE NATION 

“Inspiring spiritual and academic growth” 

 


