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Dear Parents, 
 
This weekend we will enjoy our 30th Annual OLP Auction! What an amazing tradi-
tion started so many years ago by parents just like us.  Each year, the Auction is an 
evening of enjoyment and community building among parents, parishioners and 
special friends who support our parish school. Like the many events at OLP, we 
don’t see the countless hours of planning and hard work that takes place prior to 
the event.  The Auction is the largest fundraiser for the school, it is a HUGE under-
taking for all involved. Without the willingness of volunteers, we would not be able 
to enjoy the Auction and many other events that build community and support our 
school. Many thanks to Bridget Bahr and Heather Hoskins, the committee chairs, 
team leaders and dedicated people behind the scenes.  We appreciate you! 
 
As we make preparations to conclude the school year and plan for the new year, it 
is important to recognize two dedicated staff members who will be retiring in 
May.  Mrs. Linda Van Becelaere and Mrs. Mary Rupp have a combined 59 years of 
service in Catholic education! Mrs. Van Becelaere has taught in the Diocese for 40 
years, 9 at Christ the King and 31 at OLP!  Mrs. Rupp has been OLP’s school nurse 
for the past 19 years. We are truly blessed and invite students, parents and alumni 
to join us for a retirement reception on Monday, May 21st from 3:30 to 5:00 PM in 
the auditorium. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the Auction.  Bid High and Bid Often, it’s for the kids! 
 

 

 

God’s Peace, 

Mrs. Jodi Briggs,  

Principal 

#IAmNoticed@OLP 

A P R I L  2 6 ,  2 0 1 8  P A N T H E R  P R I D E  

Mission  
Statement 

To inspire spiritual 

and academic growth 

through worship,  

service, education, 

and community. 

Panther Prints 

May 2018 

CONTENTS 

 
Mrs. Briggs’s Blog 1 

Message from 

   Father Tom 2 

Masses & Events 3 

School News 4 - 7 

Into the Woods 8 

SAB Update 9 

Parish News 10 

Links Page 11 

 



 2 

A Message From 

FATHER TOM 

 

 

I hope you are finding ways to celebrate the joy and new life of the Easter season, which lasts until the Feast 
of Pentecost on the weekend of May 19-20. This is a great time to connect the daily life of your family with 
the Easter story of Christ’s Resurrection and notice the abundance of symbols around us that point to God’s 
presence and the Risen life of Jesus.  

This time of year is also an active time in the Sacramental life of our church. The past two weekends we have 
celebrated First Communion with many of our 2nd graders. It is inspiring to witness their joy and eagerness as 
they take this next step on their sacramental journey. Their sharing in the Eucharist reminds all of us of the 
importance of our faith community and gathering with the Body of Christ every weekend. May we all take 
seriously our responsibility to pass on the faith to our children and actively participate in the life of the 
church. 

During May we celebrate many end of the school year activities. A special one is the graduation of our 8th 
graders on May 17. As they wind down their years at OLP, please keep them in your prayers. May God bless 
them as they celebrate their successes and transition into high school. They have been a wonderful group of 
students and we will miss their presence here. 

May is also a special time to honor our mothers, especially our Blessed Mother, Mary. A wonderful tradition 
this time of year is the May Crowning. We will celebrate our May Crowning during the All-School Mass on 
Wednesday, May 2 at 8:15 a.m. Please join us. 

I hope to see you at the annual OLP Auction this Saturday. This year we will gather at St. Michael the Archan-
gel High School, which offers us a new and expanded venue. A special thanks to those who work so hard 
throughout the year to make the Auction possible. Our school is the largest ministry of the parish, so we need 
a successful Auction to continue the great work of our school. Please give generously and support the Auction 
even if you cannot attend on Saturday. 

Many Blessings!  

Fr. Tom Holder 

Our Lady of the Presentation Parish 
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P A N T H E R  P R I N T S  

M A Y  2 0 1 8  

All School Mass 

Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, May 2 

May Crowning 

Lector:  Dominic Ruby 

Coordinating Class:  8th Grade 

Wednesday, May 9 

Lector:  Henry Meiners 

Coordinating Class:  Leadership Team 

Wednesday, May 16 

Lector:  Liz Noel 

Coordinating Class:  Coleman 

 

Wednesday, May 23 

Lector:  Leah Campo 

Coordinating Class:  7th Grade 

 

Peace and Blessings, 

Jo Engert 

Director of Children’s Faith Formation 
Our Lady of the Presentation 

 

Liturgical Colors: 
VIOLET - Advent & Lent 

RED - Palm Sunday, Good Friday, Pentecost, 
 & certain feast days  

WHITE - Christmas, Easter, & certain feast days 
GREEN - Ordinary Time 

Fridge Notes… 

Tuesday, May 1: Spring picture orders due; PTO Meeting, 6:30 p.m.; 

TIPS program presentation, 6:45 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 2: All School Mass; Teacher Appreciation Lunch 

sponsored by 1st & 4th Grades 

Thursday, May 3: Auction Raffle Dress Down Day*; 7th & 8th 

Grade Musical—Into the Woods, 6:30 p.m. *(for students in a family 

that sold 10 or more Auction Raffle tickets, otherwise uniforms are required)

Friday, May 4: NO SCHOOL—ACED Full Day 

Wednesday, May 9:  

Thursday, May 10: 

 

Monday, May 14: 8th Grade to Worlds of Fun 

Tuesday, May 15:  8th Grade vs. Staff Volleyball, 2:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 16:  8th Grade Retreat; All School Mass; Service 

Awards Ceremony, 9:00 a.m.; 2018-19 School Supply Bundle 

deadline 

Thursday, May 17: Last Day for Uniforms/Dress Down Day for 

Hope in Motion*; 8th Grade Brunch, 10:00 a.m.; 8th Grade 

Graduation, 6:30 p.m. *(for students who donated to the Hope in Motion 

Service project, otherwise uniforms are required) 

Monday, May 21: Kindergarten Picnic; Retirement Celebration for 

Linda Van Becelaere & Mary Rupp, 3:30-5:00 p.m. in the Audi-

torium 

Tuesday, May 22: NOON DISMISSAL—ACED Half Day; Field Day 

Wednesday, May 23: LAST DAY OF SCHOOL—NO ACED; All School 
Mass; Talent Show, 10:00 a.m.  

 

 SCRIP is available Tuesdays, after school. 
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School News... 
SCHOOL UPDATES: 

HOT LUNCH:  The MAY LUNCH MENU is available by clicking the link and is posted to the school website.   

SPRING PICTURES: Spring picture proofs were sent home this week. If an order will be placed, please send back 

in to the school office by Tuesday, May 1. Orders may also be placed online. Please follow order instructions on 

the proof envelope. 

LEADERSHIP CEREMONY:  7th and 8th Grade Parents are invited to attend All School Mass, followed by the an-

nual Leadership Ceremony, on Wednesday, May 9.  With less than a week remaining of classes for 8th Grade stu-

dents, this ceremony will mark the transferring of their leadership position at OLP to the upcoming 8th Grade 

Class.  It is a highly anticipated and not-to-be-missed rite of passage! 

SERVICE AWARDS CEREMONY:  Parents are invited to join OLP students and staff for All School Mass and the an-

nual Service Awards Ceremony on Wednesday, May 16.  Students in Kindergarten through 7th Grade, who sub-

mitted Service Hour Tracking Forms, will receive recognition based on the total hours of service reported.  8th 

Grade students will receive awards during the 8th Grade Retreat on that day. 

END OF THE YEAR REMINDERS: Thank you to all who have been making their tuition payments.  Please remem-
ber that your tuition must be paid in full for this school year in order for your child(ren) to receive their report 
cards in May.  You may go online at www.olpls.org/online-giving to make a one-time payment; you may also pay 
by check.  If you have any questions, please contact Karen Storck in the Finance Office at kstorck@olpls.org.  
 
In addition to tuition, all lunch accounts, ACED accounts and Library loans/fees must be paid in order to receive 
final report cards. Registration for next year will also be considered incomplete until these obligations are met. 

 

SPECIAL CONGRATS: 
Eleven 7th grade students recently took part in special testing 
through Duke University as part of its Talent Identification Pro-
gram. Of these students, nine took the ACT and two took the SAT. 
Five of these test takers qualified for State Recognition, two qual-
ified for Grand Recognition, ten qualified for eStudies Summer 
educational programs, and six qualified for additional Summer 
educational opportunities. Congrats to Jalyn, Leah, Cameron, 
Claire, Isabella, Charlie, Mary Ann, Joseph, Alex, Lauren and Kate! 

https://olplsschool.org/documents/2018/3/Lunch%20Menu.April%202018-1.pdf
http://www.olpls.org/online-giving
mailto:kstorck@olpls.org
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SUMMER INFO: 

KEEP YOUR SKILLS SHARP AT OLP: OLP offers opportu-

nities for students to keep reading and math skills 

sharp over the summer months. The Summer Reading 

Challenge encourages students to set reading goals. 

The OLP Library will be open Tuesdays and Thursdays, 

11:00 a.m.-Noon; June 5-28, during June for students 

to check out books. In addition, the Summer Student 

Success Center will be available for students wanting 

to practice AR and A-Math tests or spend time on Suc-

cess Maker. See the Summer Skills Flyer for more de-

tails.  

SUMMER TUTORING: Several OLP teachers are availa-

ble for tutoring this Summer. Take a look at the Sum-

mer Tutoring Flyer for more information. 

 

NEXT YEAR AT OLP: 

TENTATIVE CALENDAR:  The Tentative School Calendar 

for 2018-2019 is now available by clicking the link, and 

is also posted to the school website’s homepage, un-

der Quick Links.  Please keep in mind that dates are 

subject to change. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES:  Avoid the hassle of back to school shopping and earn your school some cash. Order online at 

www.supplysolutionskc.com through Wednesday, May 16. New this year...your ordered packets will be waiting for 

you in your child's classroom at Back to School Night. If you have any questions please contact Supply Solutions at 

supplysolutionskc@gmail.com. 

If you choose not to pre-order supplies, please refer to the following School Supply List, when purchasing supplies.  

Grade levels are listed on individual pages.  The list is also posted to the school website’s homepage, under Quick 

Links.  Please Note:  Backpacks are not included on the supply lists, and are each family’s responsibility to supply, 

for all students at all grade levels. 

ATTENTION 7TH GRADE PARENTS:   Remember to schedule required vaccinations for upcoming 8th Grade stu-

dents, if they are not already up to date.  8th Grade students are required to have a Tdap vaccine AND a Menin-

gococcal vaccine, before classes begin in the fall.  Immunization records showing that these vaccinations are up to 

date must be on file with the Health Room in order for students to be admitted to class. 

If you have any questions about this please feel free to contact us at nurses@olpls.org or call 251-1123 or 251-

1130.  Thank you, Mary Rupp RN / Kathy Chamberlin RN  

https://olplsschool.org/documents/2018/4/Keep%20Summer%20Skills%20Sharp.2018.pdf
https://olplsschool.org/documents/2018/4/Need%20a%20tutor%20flyer%202018.pdf
https://olplsschool.org/documents/2018/4/Need%20a%20tutor%20flyer%202018.pdf
https://olplsschool.org/documents/2018/3/2018-19%20Tentative%20Sch%20Calendar%20w.ACED-2.pdf
https://olplsschool.org/documents/2018/3/2018-19%20Tentative%20Sch%20Calendar%20w.ACED-2.pdf
http://www.supplysolutionskc.com
mailto:supplysolutionskc@gmail.com
https://olplsschool.org/documents/2018/3/K-8%20School%20Supply%20Lists.2018-19.pdf
mailto:nurses@olpls.org
http://www.smacatholic.org/camps
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 PTO NEWS: 

MAY PTO MEETING: The next PTO meeting will be Tuesday, May 1; 6:30 p.m. Please mark 

your calendars and plan to attend. Immediately following, Ms. Pierson, OLP’s social worker, 

will be presenting information on the new TIPS online reporting program. See below for 

more information. 

AUCTION NEWS: 

A BIG THANK YOU!: We want to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who donated or procured items for 
our annual auction.  The 30th Annual Auction’s success is due to the generosity of time and talent of so many.  The 
event is truly a celebration of the OLP community.   

Do you enjoy planning a big party?  OLP needs a new Auction Chair or Co-Chairs to plan next year's Auction.  Con-

tact Bridget Bahr at auction@olplsschool.org or Mrs. Briggs at jbriggs@olpls.org if you are interested. 

OLP EVENT SPONSORSHIP:  

PANTHER PARTNERS - A COMMUNITY THAT CARES!  See the ongoing 

list of OLP’s Panther Partners on the school website.  Presentation is so 

grateful for their support! Please be mindful not to solicit other dona-

tions (such as Auction donations) from the sponsors listed, as they have already pledged their 2017-2018 school 

year support. Donations will continue to be accepted throughout the entire school year.  Simply submit your dona-

tion with the Sponsorship Form. Questions?  Visit the Panther Partners Page on the school website, or contact the 

Panther Partners Committee at pantherpartners@olplsschool.org. 

MISCELLANEOUS: 

SMA FACILITY SUPPORT POSITION: St. Michael the Archangel High School is seeking an Assistant for the Facility 

Manager. Hours are 40 hours per week. The Diocese offers a comprehensive benefits program, including medical, 

dental and vision plans, STD/LTD fully paid by the employer, retirement plans including a 403b plan and a defined 

benefit pension plan. Paid time off includes generous vacation and sick leaves, plus paid Holidays. Please go 

to www.smacatholic.org/careers to find out more and to apply today!  

Don’t miss the opportunity to learn about the new TIPS online reporting pro-

gram OLP will be implementing. Ms. Pierson will be providing an overview of 

the program that will aid students and parents in reporting school related 

concerns. This will include how to submit a report, what can be reported, and 

what steps will be taken once a report has been submitted. The presentation 

will begin around 6:45 p.m. following the monthly PTO meeting. The TIPS 

online platform was put in place to help empower students and parents to 

have their voices heard and concerns addressed while staying anonymous. 

This will be particularly helpful for students who are afraid to speak up about 

what they are witnessing at school. Please join us to learn more about TIPS 

and how it will benefit our school community. 

mailto:auction@olplsschool.org
mailto:jbriggs@olpls.org
http://olplsschool.org/documents/2017/11/Xmas2017_PP%20Scrip%20Flyer.pdf
https://olplsschool.org/documents/2017/5/2017-2018%20OLP%20Panther%20Partners%20%20Sponsorship%20Form%20%20.pdf
http://olplsschool.org/panther-partners
mailto:pantherpartners@olplsschool.org
http://www.smacatholic.org/careers
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School News, continued… 

EXTRACURRICULAR: 

OLP ROBOTICS UPDATE: The 7th/8th grade OLP 
Robotics team represented OLP at the 2018 Great-
er Kansas City FLL Championship tournament and 
came away with some hardware!  Congratulations 
to Alex C., Cameron C., Henry M., Mary Ann R., 
Alex S., Erica S., and Garrett S. on achieving a FLL 
Championship trophy for OLP.  This award is only 
the second Championship award to an OLP team in 
program history, and we are really proud of the team and all the effort that went into their season. 

The OLP Robotics team also got a jump start on next year's theme - Into Orbit!  Some current Robotics families 
took a little trek to Houston for Spring Break and explored NASA's Space Center.  It was an amazing time! 

OLP's program is open to students in the 5th-8th grade.  If you are new to robotics and interested in joining us for 
the INTO ORBIT season, there will be an informational meeting on Wednesday May 9, 7:30 p.m.  The season chal-
lenge is released August 1; some events and pre-planning will occur over the summer so we can hit the ground 
running once school starts.  Please RSVP at this signup genius so we know how many to antici-
pate:  www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0549afae1-olprobotics1. Questions?  Feel free to email Janet and Eric 

Scheier at ericscheier@att.net. 

Ms. Pierson’s Monthly Musings 

Hello OLP families! Well, we have made it to the last month of the school year! The kids are begin-

ning to get excited for summer break. I am sure many of you are as well. With the year nearing an end we are 

already busy getting things in place for next year. We are working hard to get the TIPS online reporting platform 

rolling on our website.  I will be speaking at the May 1st PTO meeting to discuss the TIPS program and to pro-

vide some education on how it can be used. We are excited to have this program and think it will be a huge 

benefit to parents and students.  

We have also started the process of putting next year’s Leadership Team together. Parent information packets 

were picked up by interested students on April 24th. The Leadership Team will begin interviewing students for 

positions at the beginning of May. The process will take some time, so please be patient with us. We do plan to 

have the interviews completed and the Team selected by the end of the current school year! We will continue 

to partner with the I Am Noticed program, and look forward to the many more ways we can put this to use next 

school year. This school year may be coming to an end, but we have so much to look forward to next year. I 

want to say thank you to all of our 

amazing OLP parents for all that you do 

for the school, we notice you all!  

Ms. Kelley Pierson, L.M.S.W.  

School Social Worker 

"Let no one ever come to you without leaving better and happier. Be the 

living expression of God’s kindness: kindness in your face, kindness in 

your eyes, kindness in your smile.                                             
   St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0549afae1-olprobotics1
mailto:ericscheier@att.net
https://indihope.com/articles/
https://indihope.com/articles/
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Join Us For This Epic Tale... 
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School Advisory Board Update 

“The winter is past; the rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth, the 

time of singing has come…”Song of Solomon 2:11-12 

Spring is finally here! I pray that the sunshine and warmer weather finds you and 

your family with a renewed sense of faith during our Easter Season. It is such a 

wonderful time for all of us to rejoice and think about how we can truly live as faithful Disciples of Christ! How can 

we model that behavior for our children?  

Kindness…such a simple word, but one packed with so much meaning. Kindness is truly a powerful quality, one we 

encourage our students to live out loud as followers of Jesus. To let Him be the “Rock in Our Ripple”. To pray each 

day for the ability to do the right thing, even when we don’t want to. Our children go to school with the ability to 

affect others in a positive way, it is a choice. Now, like all choices, there is another side to how our children can 

influence each other. Sometimes, they are hurt or affected in a negative way. Bullying is often a conversation 

among school aged families. As parents, we need to take a closer look at what qualifies as bullying and what we 

can do as a school community to prevent it.  In doing some research, I came across an article with definitions that I 

found very helpful in distinguishing between behavior that is considered “rude, mean or bullying” and I’d like to 

share them with you.  https://www.huffingtonpost.com/signe-whitson/bullying_b_2188819.html 

In short, the author, Signe Whitson, a child and adolescent therapist says the following: 

Rude- “inadvertently saying or doing something that hurts someone else.” Examples, burping in someone's face, 

jumping ahead in line, bragging about achieving the highest grade”. “Incidents of rudeness are usually spontane-

ous, unplanned inconsideration, based on thoughtlessness, poor manners or narcissism, but not meant to actually 

hurt someone.” 

Mean- “purposefully saying or doing something to hurt someone once (maybe twice).” “Mean behavior very much 

aims to hurt or depreciate someone….Very often, mean behavior in kids is motivated by angry feelings and/or the 

misguided goal of propping themselves up in comparison to the person they are putting down.”  

Bullying- “intentionally aggressive behavior, repeated over time that involves an imbalance of power….Kids who 

bully say or do something intentionally hurtful to others and they keep doing it, with no sense of regret or remorse 

-- even when targets of bullying show or express their hurt or tell the aggressors to stop.” This could be physical, 

verbal, cyberbullying, etc. 

Whether or not these definitions resonate with you, they are food for thought. How does your family address the 

above mentioned behaviors? Do you have an open dialogue with your children about what bullying is? The SAB is 

always looking for ways to help make our school the best it can be.  If you have any input or questions, please do 

not hesitate to contact any SAB member. 

May grace and blessing be in your path, 

Bridgit Ziegenhorn 

 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/signe-whitson/bullying_b_2188819.html
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Parish News… 

SAVE THE DATE:  Saturday, June 2; 6:00-8:00 p.m. - Enjoy a delicious Italian dinner and the talent of fellow parish-

ioners at the annual Spaghetti Dinner & Variety Show. Tickets available after Mass May 19-20. See the event flyer for 

more details. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Registration for VBS begins May 19 

and 20 after masses and online May 21. Vacation Bible School 

will be held June 18-22 and will be open to children age 4 

through 4th grade.  

 

 

Our Lady of the Presentation Catholic Church 

Divine Mercy Chaplet:  All are welcome to join in 

praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet, each Tuesday - 

Friday, from 2:55 - 3:05, in 

either the church or chapel.  

Prayer sheets and rosaries 

will be provided for those 

who need them. 

https://olplsschool.org/documents/2018/4/2018%20Spaghetti%20Dinner%20Flyer.pdf
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OUR LADY OF THE PRESENTATION SCHOOL HOME PAGE - http://www.olplsschool.org/ 

The Homepage includes large buttons to quickly connect you to the things you need most:  Weekly News, Vol-

unteering, Registration, and Account Payments.  Additional front page information includes Quick Links, Events 

Calendar, recent special interest posts, and navigational tabs for the entire website. 

WEEKLY NEWS BUTTON - Includes an archive of all Weekly Updates and Panther Prints publications for the 

entire school year.  Flyers are also linked on this page for quick reference. 

VOLUNTEER BUTTON - This is your one-stop-shop for all volunteering information.  The page includes links to 

current sign-ups and ongoing volunteer opportunities, as well as directions for completing volunteer require-

ments. 

HOT LUNCH PROGRAM - Includes Monthly Lunch Menu, printable Lunch Payment Form, and lunch account 

payment information.  (Can be found from Home Page/Parents/Hot Lunch Program) 

NURSES PAGE - Includes seasonal Nurses Information, updated monthly, as well as printable Medication Con-

sent and Health History Forms.  Can be found from Home Page/Staff Directory/Nurses) 

ART CLASS PAGE - Includes a link to Mrs. Sherfinski’s Art Class Website, with all classroom and grading infor-

mation. (Can be found from Home Page/Staff Directory/Specials/Art) 

MUSIC CLASS PAGE - Includes a link to Ms. Palacios’s Music Class Website, with all classroom and grading in-

formation, as well as Band and Orchestra Information.  (Can be found from Home Page/Staff Directory/

Specials/Music) 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION CLASS PAGE - Includes a link to Mr. Coatney’s P.E. Class Website, with all classroom and 

grading information. (Can be found from Home Page/Staff Directory/Specials/Physical Education) 

ELEMENTARY COMPUTER CLASS PAGE - Includes Computer class information for grades K - 6, as well as grade-

appropriate computer activity links.  (Can be found from Home Page/Staff Directory/Specials/Elementary Com-

puters) 

LIBRARY PAGE - Includes monthly Library Newsletter, current Library event information, such as Scholastic 

Book Fair and Turkey Trot, and important library and reading program links.  (Can be found from Home Page/

Staff Directory/Specials/Library) 

http://olplsschool.org/
http://www.olplsschool.org/
http://olplsschool.org/communications-1
http://olplsschool.org/volunteer-1
http://olplsschool.org/hot-lunch-program
http://olplsschool.org/nurses
http://olplsschool.org/art-mrs-julie-sherfinski
http://olplsschool.org/music-mrs-amanda-palacios
http://olplsschool.org/physical-education-mr-justin-coatney
http://olplsschool.org/elementary-computers-k-6-mrs-janice-drake
http://olplsschool.org/library-mrs-janice-drake

