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Wow!  We made it through the first full week!  I’m sure they are exhausted, I 
know I am.  It is hard to remember every year how “green” they are and how 
many instructions they need.  But these kiddos are smart and want to learn 
everything; I know we will be chugging along in a few short weeks.  They are 
already getting into the routine.  Please help me by reminding your child what 
their responsibilities are in class.  I am proud of how hard they have worked 
this week; they all deserve some down time and a special treat this weekend. 

Our Week in Review 
This week we started our Reading book by reading and discussing several 
nursery rhymes.  We practiced finding and making rhyming words, learned 
about syllables in words. Identified the parts of a book, looked at different 
kinds of environmental print and separated letters and words.  We also did 
tons of pre-writing pages to get ready to start writing letters next week.  In 
Math, we began our sorting unit by looking at what makes a group of objects 
alike and different and sorting by color, shape and size, finding which one 
doesn’t belong in a group and sorting by two different attributes.  In Religion, 
we practiced Mass behavior, read a book and discussed how important our 
differences are, made our class rules and went to Catechesis of the Good 
Sheperd with Mrs. Engert.  During Theme, we practiced listening to directions, 
cutting and gluing with some fun activities.  We did a great job at All-School 
Mass with our 8th grade buddies, went to library and computers,  and have 
been great at getting through lunch.  The highlight of our week was the solar 
eclipse on Monday where we were in awe of how amazing God’s creation is!  
In order to get all this work done, we have had to learn to be quiet when 
others are talking or teaching, sit still to listen, walk in lines in the hall, keep 
our hands to ourselves and think before we act.  These are pretty tough skills 
for youngsters and we will continue to work on those all year.  Keep 
reminding your children at home what is expected from them at school and 
we will make a great team! 

Skills Practice 
While I do not give a lot of paper and pencil homework, I will begin giving 
homework on Tuesday and Thursday nights after Labor Day.  In the 
beginning, this will primarily be handwriting and sight word practice.   I do 
want you to know that you can also reinforce and practice what we are doing 
in the classroom, at home.  We will be working on rhyming words all year and 
have already started looking for rhymes in stories we read.  I have always 



liked rhyming with my children by giving them a word and we all have to take 
turns making words that rhyme.  This is a great game in the car.  You can get 
everyone involved, even older siblings, it can’t hurt!  I always allow “Dr. Seuss” 
words.  These are nonsense words that still follow the rhyming rule for the 
word.  We have also been working on sorting.  Give your child anything to 
sort.  Great ideas are noodles, buttons, coins, Legos, clothes (what a sneaky 
way to get help with laundry).  Have your child sort by the rule you choose or 
let them sort and tell you the rule.  Of course, they can ALWAYS practice 
handwriting anytime (there is writing paper and an example of the 
handwriting style on the website under the Kindergarten tab), letter 
recognition and sounds and counting.  Thanks for all the extra help you give at 
home, I can always tell at school. 

Odds and Ends 
--Please remember to check the snack calendar for your child’s day to bring 
snack.  They are VERY hungry by 2:00.  I do try to keep the extra packaged 
snacks for emergency, but if several people forget, we wind up with no snack. 
--If you are at the store and just feel the need to pick up something for the 
class, we are always in need of paper plates, paper lunch sacks and stickers.  
We also will use any size paper, envelopes, pads of paper, pens, basically 
anything your child likes to mess around with at home and make “creations” 
with, we will try to use in class.  (Of, course, it will come back to you in the 
form of art)  Thank you for anything you can send! 
--Friday, September 1st is noon dismissal.  It is a “Spirit Day”.  The children can 
wear any OLP top with any bottoms (shorts must go past fingertips). 
 
Have a wonderful weekend! 
Mrs. Novak 
 
 


